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Latin,1 This was in 1734. As a compensation for legal protection
for this work, the Act required the delivery of nine copies for the
use of the nine libraries privileged under the Act of 1709. The
copies had to be delivered by 24 June 1734, and they were so
delivered. It is interesting to note from the tenor of Buckley's Act
that nine copies of every work published should have been de-
livered by all printers, whether the works were registered at
Stationers' Hall or not.2
The lamentations of bibliographers grow loud over the dismal
reflection that the former kings of England made but little
material use of the copyright privilege granted so readily to the
Royal Library by Charles II in 1662.3 Rumour, in fact, is re-
sponsible for the assertion that, to provide additional apartments
for his numerous mistresses at the Palace, the German-speaking
monarch George II presented the old Royal Library and its
neglected copyright privilege to the nation in 1757. But whatever
the motive, charitable or otherwise, that prompted the gesture,
there can be no gainsaying the fact that the transference of this
Library to Montagu House by letters patent of that year is one of
the most fortunate and important incidents in the history of our
subject, as we shall see more clearly later. It is sufficient for the
present to say that the gift of this Library, containing about 1,800
MSS. and some 9,000 printed books personally collected by
various sovereigns since the time of Henry VII, not only con-
siderably enriched the Harleian, Sloane, and Cottonian collec-
tions already housed at Montagu House, but also gave additional
prestige to the building henceforth destined to hold the National
Library. These combined libraries were officially opened to the
public under the title of the British Museum on IS January
1759>
George III, although of somewhat imperfect education, keenly
regretted the loss of the royal collection, and no sooner was he
1 J. Nichols, Literary Anecdotest vol. 2, p. 26.
1 The Act is set out in full post, pp. 303-4.
1 By the Act of 13 & 14 Car. II, c. 33. See ante, p. 23. "From the death of
Charles until the Library was given to the nation by George II in 1757, little
interest was taken in it by the kings and queens who reigned in the interval*
W. Y. Fletcher, English book caUfctors> 1902, p. 8.
* Until the opening of the British Museum Library, the Bodleian Library
at Oxford was regarded as the greatest public library in the British Empire,
etnd students from all over the world came to study there. For a very full
iccount of the origin of the British Museum sec the Act of 26 Geo. II, a 22.